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Teachers! 
 
IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ /ŀǊƴŀƳŀƘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΦ  
 
Carnamah is a town in the Mid-West region of Western Australia, 300 
kilometres north of Perth. The town is named after the pastoral station 
established by Duncan Macpherson, a Scottish migrant, who first leased land 
there in 1861. Macpherson's property Carnamah derives its name from the 
Carnamah Spring featured on the land.  
 
By 1866, Englishman James Nairn and his family had settled in the district and 
established Noolooloo Station. For over 25 years, the Nairn and Macpherson 
families were the only settlers in the Carnamah district. 
 
In 1894, the Midland Railway Company of Western Australia (MRWA) built a railway line north of Perth in 
exchange for land from the Government. Arrival of the railway led to further settlement in the district. To 
increase settlement in the area, in 1911, MRWA began partially clearing and subdividing their land into 
Ready Made Farms. These were heavily advertised in newspapers overseas which resulted in 20 families 
purchasing and settling on farms between 1913 and 1916. Most of these settlers were from Scotland, 

England and India. Many of them had no practical 
knowledge of farming. 
 
The Carnamah State School started in 1912 and 
the following year the town site was officially 
declared Carnamah.  The first large social 
gathering of Carnamah was a Sports and Races 
5ŀȅ ƛƴ мфмс ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΣ 
horse racing, and a town dance.  The Carnamah 
Town Hall was officially opened by Donald 
Macpherson (son of Duncan) in 1921. 
 

Between 1919 and 1923, four Soldier Settlement estates were established in the area. Subdivided land was 
allocated to 40 WWI ex-ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜƳŜƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ /ŀǊƴŀƳŀƘΩǎ population and business trade. 
The first telephone arrived in 1923. By the end of the 1920s, Carnamah was one of the highest wheat 
producing districts in Western Australia, however, with the depression came a drop in wheat prices and 
some farmers were forced to abandon their properties. In more recent times, Carnamah was home to a 
²²LL ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ /Ǌƻǎǎ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΥ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ {ǘŀǊŎŜǾƛŎƘΣ ŦƻǊ ΨƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƎŀƭƭŀƴǘǊȅΩ ƛƴ ŦŜŀǊƭŜǎǎƭȅ ŀǘǘŀŎƪƛƴƎ 
Japanese machine-gun positions while fighting in Borneo.  
 
/ŀǊƴŀƳŀƘΩǎ ǊƛŎƘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ exhibitions ǘƘŀǘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ 
agricultural and social history, artefacts, and local and regional stories. 
 
A more in-depth ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ /ŀǊƴŀƳŀƘΩǎ history can be found at www.carnamah.com.au/history and 
CaǊƴŀƳŀƘΩǎ Virtual Museum at www.virtualmuseum.com.au   

http://www.carnamah.com.au/history
http://www.virtualmuseum.com.au/
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www.virtualmuseum.com.au  
 
/ŀǊƴŀƳŀƘΩǎ Virtual Museum displays ten 
online exhibitions that highlight artefacts, 
photos and docuƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ /ŀǊƴŀƳŀƘΩǎ 
domestic, social, commercial and 
agricultural past. 
 
These can be explored by your students to 
increase their understanding of pioneer 
settlement, immigration, domestic life and 
businesses of the past, as well as 
relationships between settlers and 
Aboriginal people. 
 
Peruse them in your own time and connect 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ blog to see which themes 
best ǎǳƛǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ 
curriculum needs. 

  
 

Whole Class Exploration Small Group Voyage Independent Discovery 
 
Display the Ready Made Farms 
exhibition on an interactive white 
board and move through the text 
and images as a class.  
 
Ask students to take it in turns to 
read text sections, or read along 
together as a group. 
 
Look at pictures of items prior to 
reading their associated text and 
ǇǊƻƳǇǘ ΨǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎΚΩ 
questions for the class to respond 
to.  
 
Use resource activities included in 
the pack in conjunction with a 
whole class exploration of the 
Ready Made Farms exhibition. 

 
Organise students into small 
groups and instruct them to 
explore the chosen exhibition at 
their own computer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Encourage students to explore 
the chosen virtual exhibition at 
their own pace responding to 
pre-set questions and tasks.  

 

 

 

N.B. Students can take notes 
while exploring the online 
exhibition using the My Visit 
ǘƻ /ŀǊƴŀƳŀƘΩǎ ±ƛǊǘǳŀƭ 
Museum BLM or, they can use 
it to write a recount of their 
experience. 

http://www.virtualmuseum.com.au/
http://www.blog.carnamah.com.au/
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The Midland Railway Company of Western Australia (MRWA) privately built, 
owned and maintained the railway that ran between Midland Junction railway 
station (east of Perth), and Walkaway (southeast of Geraldton) from as early as 
1890.   
 
Its railway line was built on a land-grant principle from the Western Australian 
Government who granted a land concession to MRWA. The concession of 
12,000 acres (49 km2) of land was granted for every mile of railway completed 
and entitled the company to select land between Midland Junction and 
Walkaway, within 40 miles (64 km) of the new railway. 
 
Between 1905 and 1918, MRWA actively pursued a scheme of land 
classification and settlement led by land agent and politician James Gardiner. 
 
Up until 1909 however, the Midland Railway Company had only made one land 
sale in Carnamah, which was an 11,000 acre block of virgin bush to Donald Macpherson. In 1910, Gardiner 
devised the Ready Made Farms Scheme which aimed to sell the land as farms, and marketed them abroad 
to encourage new settlement along the rail line on the MRWA land grants.  
 

 
These farms were partially cleared of virgin 
bush, fenced, were to contain a four roomed 
house, 1,000 gallon rainwater tank, and a 
dam. This resulted in a large number of 
clearing, fencing and building contractors 
working in the district in 1912 and 1913 while 
45 Ready Made Farms were created in 
Carnamah and Winchester.   
 
The MRWA heavily advertised the Ready 
Made Farms Scheme in newspapers in the 
UK.  As a result, 20 families purchased and 
settled on the farms between 1913 and 1916.  
Most of these settlers were British citizens 
from Scotland, England and India, and many 
of them had little practical knowledge of 
farming. 
 
 
Left:  1912 map showing the route of the 
aƛŘƭŀƴŘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƴǘǎ 
are shaded in pink and brown. A larger 
version of this map can be seen at 
www.carnamah.com.au/midland-railway 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midland,_Western_Australia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walkaway,_Western_Australia
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/gardiner-james-6276
www.carnamah.com.au/midland-railway

